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Gravesend’s pontoon official opening

Last Updated: 15 Oct 2012 2:06pm

Water cannon were set off by six tugs to salute the Mayor
of Gravesham Cllr Lyn Milner as she officially opened the
£2.1m Gravesend Town Pier Pontoon today (12 October).

Guests and partners in the project went on a short cruise on
the Waverley paddle steamer - one of the vessels already
using the new pontoon.

This development was funded by the iTransfer project through
the European Interreg IVB North Sea Region Programme and
the European Regional Development fund, as well as Kent
County Council and Gravesham Borough Council.

It is intended to run the Gravesend-Tilbury ferry from the new
pontoon and iTransfer, which champions sustainable ferry links,
has supported the pontoon.

Leader of Gravesham Borough Council Cllr John Burden said:

"We welcome the pontoon as another regeneration project
helping to re-establish our historic links to the Thames.
Clearly the announcement this week of the Paramount
Park development add impetus to all our plans to turns
even more attention to the exciting future development of
Gravesend riverside."

The pontoon is a part of the Gravesend's Riverside and
Heritage Quarters restoration and regeneration and is joined to
the Town Pier by a 45m gangway. The fully accessible new
pontoon is the only way the public can travel by river from
Gravesend.

Dr Martin Gibson, Delivery Director at the Institute for
Sustainability - iTransfer's lead partner said:

"I am delighted to witness the opening of this splendid new
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landing stage which will help secure the longer term future
of the Gravesend to Tilbury passenger service as well as
allowing additional ferry services to be pursued and
developed. Travelling by ferry is often quicker, cheaper,
more reliable and more relaxing."

"And, importantly, it takes cars off the road and is kinder to
the environment. This new facility will encourage more
people to travel by water-based transport. iTransfer is a
partnership of local authorities and ferry operators from
seven European countries who are working together to
promote sustainable ferry transport. The design of this
pontoon has included best practice input from many of
iTransfer's partners and has resulted in a less expensive
but more efficient design. It is a great example of how the
public and private sectors can work together."
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