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MAIN WATERWAYS 





Why a Canal? 

• A promising vessel connection between 

 North-Netherlands and Germany 

• Recreation speed stimulates tourism 

• Makes life in the area more attractive 

• Multiple other development opportunities 

• Improves the image of the former peatregion 
 (Veenkoloniën) 

• Employment gets a major boost 
 





THE MISSING LINK 



Reconstruction and construction 

• Phase 0:    Veenpark    3   km 

  open 2008 

• Phase 1a: Ter Apel-Emmercompascuum 8,5 km 

  open 2010 

• Phase 1b: E’compas – Klazienaveen 7   km 

  open to Veenpark 2010   

• Phase 2: Klazienaveen – Erica  5   km 

  open june 2013 
 

 



Veenpark!    Peat park 

Since june 2010 reached! 

Phase 0 Veenpark canal open since 2008 



Phase 0 Veenpark 



Opening phase 1,  june 2010 



EFFECTS OF THE CANAL      
IMPROVING THE VILLAGE CENTRE 

BARGERCOMPASCUUM 







Phase 1b: Historical Scholtenskanaal navigable 



CANAL AND DOUBLE LOCK IN CONSTRUCTION 



19.60+ 

14.60+ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DOUBLE LOCK  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction in combination with an ecoduct/green bridge.  



Phase 2: CANAL AND SAVING LOCK IN CONSTRUCTION 



Water saving lock 50% less water   



WATERSAVING LOCK SEPTEMBER 2012 



Dimensions The Veenvaart 

 

• Total length 23 km  

• At least 17 m wide 

• Approximately 2.1 m deep 

• Allowed depth for boats is +/- 1,50–1,60 m. 

• New locks: at least 6 m wide and 28 m long 

• Max. height approx. 3.50 m for the boats. 
 



What does the canal cost ? 

• Stage 0 Veenpark:   €   1.640.000,- 

• Stage 1a Ter Apel 

 E’compascuum:   €   6.100.000,- 

• Stage 1b E’compas.  

 Klazienaveen:   €   9.900.000,-  

• Stage 2 K’veen-Erica:  € 17.175.000,- 

• Total costs:    €  34.815.000,- 
 



 Who paid?   Million € 

• Province Drenthe and Groningen: €  6,9 

• Municipalities Emmen etc:   €  6,1 

• Water Authorities:        €  1,9 

• Ministery (State):    €  1,0 

• Stichting Recreatietoervaart NL:   €  4,8 

• Europe (European Fund For  

 Regional Development):  €  9,8 
 Dit project wordt mede 

gefinancierd door een bijdrage 

van het Europees Fonds 

voor Regionale Ontwikkeling 

 



 

 
 

Erea Developments Opportunities 



SPOT 6: COMMERCIAL  



Barge Johannes Veldkamp  spot 6 



Current initiative 

 spot 2 

http://www.veenvaart.nl/


Bladderswijk- Verl. Hoogeveense Vaart Spot 5 

Jetty recreational and commercial 



Marketing and communication 
 

- Marketingplan and …. Implementation! 

- Involving residents 

- Collaborate with others 

- Canal festivals 

- Promotion leaflets in NL, D en E 

- The VeenVaart (a canal with a story to tell) 

- Network meetings with enterpreneurs 

 

www.veenvaart.nl 

www.erica-terapel.nl 

http://www.veenvaart.nl/
http://www.erica-terapel.nl/
http://www.erica-terapel.nl/
http://www.erica-terapel.nl/


LEAFLET THE VEENVAART 
A Canal with a story to tell 



A CANAL WITH A STORY 





  

Erica- Ter Apel: MORE THAN JUST SAILING 

Snikke Johannes Veldkamp 



Question/Discussion: 

 
- How to stimulate private investments? 

- Government paid for the Canal 

- Private sector had to invest and develop business        
 opportunities for their own costs 

- How does this works in these difficult present times? 
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