
European Collaborate Innovation Centres
for Broadband Media Services

The E-CLIC Model
A Connected Ring of European

Collaborative Innovation Centres

Investing in the future by working together for a sustainable and competitive region



 

Published by: County Administrative Board of Värmland
Year of publication: 2012
Publ. nr: 2012:05
ISSN: 0284-6845



Preface
 

The E-CLIC model is a main output of the E-CLIC project, showing how the project has been structu-
red and how the established E-CLIC centres have been working as regional hubs with the aim to foster 
innovation in the field of broadband media services. The model has been tested, evaluated and developed 
by the project partners during the three and half years that the Interreg IVB North Sea Region Programme 
project E-CLIC has been running. 

Based of this model the E-CLIC project’s results will help to implement the Digital agenda in the North 
Sea Region. 

         Katarina Nordmark
         Project Manager 



The E-CLIC Model
- A Connected Ring of European Collaborative Innovation Centres

The E-CLIC model is a tested and evaluated model for regional and transnational collaboration in the 
field of innovation, applied research and development of broadband media services. The model has been 
developed and tested during the three and half years that the Interreg IVB North Sea Region Programme 
project E-CLIC has been running.

The overall aim of the E-CLIC project has been to stimulate innovation through the establishment of eight 
new European collaborative innovation centres for broadband media services, and to develop the capacity 
for growth and employment across the NSR through collaboration in a North Sea cluster. The E-CLIC 
centres have been set up in accordance with the Triple Helix model, which is based on active participation 
and interaction between the public sector, industry and academia. All centres are placed in public buil-
dings, such as universities, regional media centres or test labs to create a place where people can meet and 
exchange knowledge and new ideas. Thus, create innovative environments for ICT actors in the NSR. 

To gain top position in Europe, as the most advanced region in the development and provisioning of inno-
vative broadband services, the establishment of a connected ring of collaborative innovation centres has 
been a crucial instrument. Businesses, regional clusters, public bodies, universities and young talents in 
co-operation constitute the innovation centres and form the innovation network. All centres have com-
plementary competencies. One centre working independently of centres in other regions/countries cannot 
achieve this position alone. Transnational co-operation is key to the further development of innovative 
broadband services. 

The core of the model is the meeting place, which is important to encourage transfer of knowledge. By 
involvement of students in the centres’ regional and transnational activities, knowledge exchange is 
secured. The students move on into new contexts of companies and organizations and thus disseminate 
knowledge from the E-CLIC cluster.

The background of the E-CLIC project is the existing ICT/broadband infrastructure in the NSR. The in-
frastructure is however not utilized to its full capacity. E-CLIC partners set up a strong NSR cluster in the 
area of broadband services, media technology and broadband systems to fulfil regional and national stra-
tegies together with the i2010 initiative and the EU 2020 goals of smart, sustainable & inclusive growth. 
There is also a need to find solutions for challenges that rural areas face, with an ageing population, and 
environmental issues. The development and provisioning of broadband services is by nature an interdis-
ciplinary activity involving teamwork and international collaboration. In order to succeed in developing 
new innovative broadband services, a wide range of different competences from both national and trans-
national partners are needed. 

The cluster of E-CLIC centres has worked to develop networks in order to stimulate the commercialisa-
tion of the participating regions’ knowledge base, to support the implementation of the Digital Agenda 
for Europe and encourage the development of both new projects and new employment opportunities. A 
particular priority has been to strengthen the links between research bodies and commercial companies in 
order to commercialise existing knowledge, inspire innovation, and develop new ideas that can be ex-
ploited through national and European research programmes. By securing transnational cooperation, the 
overall capacity of the NSR will be developed through effectively increasing the critical mass of available 
skills and experience. This will ultimately generate human capital for the NSR and stimulate economic 
growth in the NSR area.



Challenges
European  
Strategies

National and
Regional 
Strategies

ICT/Broadband
Infrastructure

Different 
Competences 

New Networks & New Knowledge

Support the Implementation of  
the Digital Agenda for Europe

New Services & Content 
for Broadband

Human Capital for NSR

New Ideas/Projects

New Companies

Economic  
Growth

THE E-CLIC MODEL
A connected ring of 

European Collaborative Innovation Centres

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t

Applied  
Research

Public 
Sector

Aca
de

micaIndustry

CO
LL

AB
OR

AT
IN

G E-CLIC CENTRE

Meeting 
Place

Regional and  
Transnational 
Collaboration Innovation

European Collaborate Innovation Centres
for Broadband Media Services



Anna Brunström
Karlstad University
Universitetsgatan 2
SE-651 88 Karlstad
SWEDEN
Tel: +46 547001795
E-mail: anna.brunstrom@kau.se 

Centre Contacts

E-CLIC Värmland

E-CLIC Wilhelmshaven

E-CLIC Hannover

E-CLIC Borås
Olov Forsgren
University College of Borås 
Allégatan 1 
SE-50190 Borås 
SWEDEN 
Tel: +46 70 896 5265
E-mail: olov.forsgren@hb.se

Martin Traub
University of Applied Sciences and Arts, Hannover
Ricklinger Stadweg 118
DE-30459 Hannover 
GERMANY
Tel: +49 51 1866862607
E-mail: martin.traub@fh-hannover.de

Juliane Benra
Jade University of Applied Sciences, Elsfleth
Friedrich-Paffrath-Straße 101
DE-26389 Wilhelmshaven
GERMANY
Tel: +49 44219852573
E-mail: benra@jade-hs.de

Project Contacts
Katarina Nordmark
County Administrative Board of Värmland
Våxnäsgatan 5
SE-651 86 Karlstad
SWEDEN
Tel: +46 54 19 70 00
E-mail: katarina.nordmark@lansstyrelsen.se 

Below you find the contacts to the eight centre 
coordinators. 
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E-CLIC Rogaland

E-CLIC Norfolk

E-CLIC Groningen

E-CLIC Kortrijk

Angelica Kaus
University of Groningen
Nettelbosje 2
NL-9700 AV Groningen
NETHERLANDS
Tel: +31 50 3633719
E-mail: a.m.kaus@rug.nl 

Christel De Maeyer
Howest 
Graaf Karel de Goedelaan 5
BE-8500 Kortrijk
BELGIUM
Tel: +32 56 24 12 11
E-mail: christel.de.maeyer@howest.be 

Jamie Warren
EPIC East of England Production Innovation Centre
112-114 Magdalen Street
UK-Norwich NR3 1JD
ENGLAND
Tel: +44 1603 727 772
E-mail: jamie.warren@epic-tv.com

Jan Frick
University of Stavanger
N-4036 Stavanger
NORWAY
Tel: +47-51831000
E-mail: jan.frick@uis.no

A Connected Ring of E-CLIC Centres

Groningen

Kortrijk

Norfolk

Värmland
Rogaland

Wilhelmshaven

Borås

Hannover



European Collaborate Innovation Centres
for Broadband Media Services

Investing in the future by working together for a sustainable and competitive region




