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The North Sea Ballast Water
Opportunity project

www.northseaballast.eu

The North Sea Ballast Water Opportunity (NSBWO) project is providing regional cohesion, encouraging 
innovation and developing future strategies in ballast water policies and ballast water management.

Project group members
•	 The Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research (NIOZ), the 

Netherlands
•	 The Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency of Germany (BSH), 

Germany
•	 GoConsult, Germany
•	World Maritime University (WMU), Sweden
•	 CaTO Marine Ecosystems (CaTO), the Netherlands

The project group is joined by 33 partners and sub-partners 
representing:
•	 The shipping industry
•	 Ports 
•	 BWM and detection industries 
•	 Scientists
•	 Policy makers of the North Sea states’ interest organisations
•	 Educational and environmental NGO’s

The threat of ballast water
Organisms living in coastal waters may be pumped 
into ballast tanks along with the ballast water. When 
ballast water is released, these organisms may also be 
released.

If these non-native organisms reproduce, spread, 
establish new populations they are considered as 
invasive organisms.

Invasive organisms are one of the four 
biggest threats to the world’s oceans

Invasive organisms may cause ecological harm, 
economic damage and health problems.

The project objectives
1.	 Strengthen regional cohesion in the  

implementation, monitoring and enforcement of 
ballast water management policies; 

2.	 Provide an open research and innovation 
programme for the North Sea region based on 
scientific knowledge for implementation  and 
enforcement of ballast water certification and port 
state control; 

3.	 Provide future strategies for the North Sea region 
to reduce ship-borne bio invasions; 

4.	 Involve all stakeholders in the North Sea region, 
while stimulating open exchange of knowledge, 
ideas and expertise.

The NSBWO project started in January 2009 and will run until the end of 2013.



Project consultants Project funding

><((((°>
GoConsult

Questionnaire 
Conference Ballast Water Management “Threat or Treat?” 

 
Thank  you  for  taking  the  time  to  participate  in  this  conference  evaluation.  
Your comments will enable us  to better plan and execute  future conferences 
and tailor them to meet your needs. 
 

1. How did you hear about this conference? 

website   newspaper   magazine   e‐mail   other: ……………………………… 

 

2. Please specify the main reason for attending this conference: 

content   networking   personal growth & development   other:………...………. 

 

3. Did the conference fulfill your reason for attending? 

yes – absolutely  yes – but not my full extent   no 

 

4. What was the most beneficial aspect of the conference? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

5. Please provide any comments you have on future conference topics, 

speakers or general suggestions regarding the conference: 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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BALLAST WATER 

Goltens Green Technologies - Jurrien Baretta

BALLAST WATER 

TREATMENT RETROFITS

CHALLENGES AND STRATEGY

How we work

Step 1 • Selection of BWT system

Step 2 • Survey on board

Step 3 • Pre-engineering

Step 4 • Detailed design

• Purchasing / pre fabrication
Step 5 • Purchasing / pre-fabrication

Step 6 • Installation

Step 7 • Service 
Goltens Green Technologies - Jurrien Baretta
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Geert Jan ReindersStaff Officer
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The North Sea Ballast Water
Opportunity project 

deliverables

Project achievements
The achievements range from encouraging discussions on ballast water 
issues by hosting expert conventions, sending submissions to agencies 
responsible for the execution of the BWM Convention, advancing 
knowledge on ballast water treatment methods and detection 
technologies to outreach activities:

•	 Europort Conference 2011: Ballast Water Management  
“Threat or Treat?” (190 participants)

•	 Numerous expert workshops
•	 Several policy papers that help shaping international BWM policies
•	 Target group-oriented activities to raise awareness and stimulate 

involvement and action, including information to the general public
•	 IMO-MEPC submissions
•	 Raising awareness of importance of organisms < 10 μm
•	 Influence on intake concentration on treatment efficacy and 

effectivity
•	 Development of tests for BWT systems

The international maritime community has shown interest to secure  
the outcomes of the project for the future as knowledge basis 

and material for education, training and research.

Predicting the presence, introduction and spread of marine invasive species: 

field studies 

 
 

Arjan Gittenberger 

GiMaRIS Marine Research, Inventory, & Strategy 

National Museum of Natural History NCB Naturalis 

Institute of Biology & Institute of Environmental  

Sciences, Leiden University 

Workpackage 2

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic
Agency

Kai Trümpler

24.05.2012 WP 2 ‐ K. Trümpler 1

Annual Meeting 2011 visitors
And their wishes for BWT after 

the NSBWO project

´More scientific dicsussion´

´More port representatives, more 

shipowners, more practical approach 

and discussion needed’

´Having a practical approach to help 

industry in making choices’

‘Better focus on chronic health & environmental 

effects of Ballast Water’

´Knowledge of control and 

electronic measurement’

´Broader insights for beginners, esp. information. 

Information on other people´s profession. Explain 

to non-biologist what plankton etc. is. Explain to 

non-biologist the BWM convention´

‘Share information’

‘Amount of information generated 
in this project is quite pronounsed 

and more than expected!’

‘Enhance general awareness in the maritime sector’

‘More information on what people do 
(progress reports) and initiatives like this’

‘Next to specialised workshops also 
more presentations by participants’

‘Need to develop the methodology 
to find  “step by step” for harmonisation of BW related problems’

‘International harmonisation and standardisation, step by step consensus’

‘More opportunities to get together, listen 

to each other to identify institutes which 

could be joined with’

‘Better linkage between the 

marine biologist, scientist 

and engineering community 

on this subject’

‘Harmonised and protective risk 
assessment for chemicals will be 

accepted in all IMO countries’

‘Get a better understanding of 
inert gas in relation with BWT’

‘Get ship owners moving to install BWT systems 
on board, based on uniform interpretation of 

rules and regulations’

‘Strong network of different 
stakeholders’

‘BW board for North Sea re-

gion with network across the 

world’

‘Develop good systems that are not only technically but also environmentally sound’

‘How will enforcement be 
implemented by PSC?’

‘Knowledge will be at a higher level’

‘Having the criteria for putting 

safe treatment systems on the 

market’
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With pleasure we 
invite ship owne

rs, ship managers, ship ya
rds,  

service industrie
s, and all others

 interested to th
e  
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Ballast Water Management  

“Threat or Treat
?” 

The Entry into F
orce of the IMO Ballast Water Management Conven�on 

(2004) is 

rapidly approach
ing.  Those facin

g implementa�on will hav
e many ques�ons on

  

prac�cal issues a
nd investments. 

 
  
 
 

We would like to s
hare our knowle

dge and underst
anding gained d

uring the 

NSBWO project, expla
in ma�ers and respo

nd to ques�ons 
about ballast wa

ter  

management and the implementa�on of the c
onven�on. 

The programme consists of: 

  1) What is the mari�me world facing w
hen implemen�ng the BWMC; 

  2) What are the op�o
ns and how can 

the BWMC be facilitated 

 
Loca�on: Ahoy, 

Ro�erdam, The Netherlan
ds 

Date: 8
th and 9

th November 2011 

 

The conference 
takes place at Eu

roport and is fre
e for all par�cip

ants registered a
t Europort 

2011. Pre‐regist
ra�on has to be

 done at www.e
uroport.nl. 

 

Detailed program
me of the present

a�ons will follow
 shortly.  

www.northseab
allast.eu 

WORKSHOP: 

CONTACT & INTERACTION WITH OTHER PLAYERS IN THE FIELD

North Sea Ballast Water – Annual Meeting 2012 

By: 
Adrieke de Kraker (MVO Factor)

Date:
25th May 2012

Location: BSH, Hamburg
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Ballast Water Management  

“Threat or Treat?” 

Ahoy, Rotterdam 

8th and 9th November 2011 

Abstract Booklet 

From thought to product
Testing and certifi cation process for ballast water treatment systems making 
use of active substances

When you have got the idea to develop a ballast water treatment system and 
want to explore its possibilities, NIOZ Royal Netherlands institute for Sea 
Research can be of help. This brochure provides you with an overview of the 
necessary steps to turn your idea into  a fully operational and Type Approved 
product.

Disclaimer
For more information we refer to the full text of the IMO BWMC 
(2004) and G9 procedures (MEPC.169(57), p. 159). NIOZ is not 
responsible for any inconvenience or malfunctioning in any way due 
to the information in this brochure. No legal rights can be derived 
from this document.

NIOZ Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea 
Research is an institute of the Nether-
lands
Organization for Scientifi c Research 
(NWO).

Visitors address:
Landsdiep 4
1797 SZ ’t Horntje, Texel

Postal address:
P.O. Box 59, 1790 AB Den Burg, 
Texel, The Netherlands
Telephone: +31(0)222 - 369300
Fax: +31(0)222 - 319674
www.nioz.nl
www.northseaballast.eu

Dr. Jan P. Boon
Prolect leader management & 
external relations
jan.boon@nioz.nl

Dr. Louis Peperzak
Project leader science
louis.peperzak@nioz.nl

NIOZ Royal Netherlands Institute for Sea Research
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Understanding U.S. Ballast Water 

Understanding U.S. Ballast Water 

Regulations and Requirements

Regulations and Requirements

Regulations and Requirements

Regulations and Requirements

Doug Schneider

Vice President
World Shipping Council

About the WSC

• International maritime trade association whose member 

companies operate >90% of world’s liner vessels (container 

ships and roll-on/roll-off vessels)

• Represents liner shipping industry before U.S., EU, IMO, 

WCO, etc.• Offices in Washington D C and Brussels

• Offices in Washington, D.C. and Brussels

10/11/2011
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Ballast Water 

Management

Introduction

Dick Brus
Dick Brus

10 November 2011

The Problem

2

Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment 10 November 2011

Welcome!

Velkommen!

Välkomna!

The Sine qua non of 
Successful and Efficient Routine Ballast Water Treatment

www.northseaballast.eu


