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Water  
environment a 
religious war 



How to end the war?  
Improved dialogue on how to find 
solutions allowing room for farming 
as well as for a cleaner water 
environment (WFD) in the future = 
sustainable development.  
 
Two key words: 
 bottom up approach 
 knowledge based implementation 
 
 

Environment 

Production 

 



Tested in 4 pilot areas 

Norsminde  
Fjord 

Hinnerup – 
drinking 
water 

Lake 
Ravn 

Lundgaard 
creek sub-
catchment  



The basic idea 
Environmental objectives – maximum load of N and P, 
etc. for the single catchment should be known and 
recognized.   
 
Integrated advising - Better dialogue between 
environmental authorities and farmers on how to find 
solutions – and possibility for finding new unique 
solutions locally for the benefit of most stakeholders 
 
GAP-manual with different possible measures to be 
implemented at farm and/or catchment level.  



An example: Composition of the Lundgaard’s Creek 
Stakeholder Group  

•  National environmental (planning) authorities 
 

•  Local environmental (implementing) 
authorities 
 

•  Farmers 
 

•  Local agricultural advisory service  
 

•  National agricultural advisory service  
 



Common knowledge: Observations from 
a practioner’s viewpoint 

 
 

 
 



How to find the win-win solutions? 

Farmers 
as water 

managers 

Partici
patory 
plan. 

Financial , 
institutional. 
governance 

Technical 

Problem 

Solution 



Problem 

Bad quality of water in the 
Mariager Fjord 
Could willow plantations be 
a solution? 



Farmers 
as water 

managers 

Partici
patory 
plan. 

Financial , 
institutional. 
governance 

Technical 

A group identify how can we gain - 
seen from different perspectives?  
For the water environment, for the 
farmers, energy for local society,  

Technical 
solutions? 
Mapping, - 
voulnerable 
areas, 
equipment for 
planting, 
harvesting, etc.  

Making agreements 
with the central 
heating company,  



Solution 

Only if we have a solutions which functions, the 
wheel will turn 

Farmers 
as water 

managers 



In the projects 
How did we generate ideas? 

• Continuous meetings on posibilities… 
• Inclusion of knowledge at meetings 
• Common experiences is good for creating trust and 
for finding new ideas 

• Always open for new ideas 
 

 



Important learnings (I) 

Knowledge based dialogue 
Real involvement right from the beginning   
The right group – including the right organisational 
setup  
Real room for the local solutions – problem in 
Denmark where only few solutions are accepted by 
the state 

 
 
 



Important learning (II) 

An eye opener to realize that farmers, 
advisers, and people from authorities act on 
different arguments. 
 
It also became clear that it is good to have 
a common toolbox, but there should also be 
room for innovative ideas for solutions 
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 Involve and motivate the farmers from day 1 and through 
the whole process 

 The farmer needs to understand the environmental 
challenge for the farm 

 Process where production, water, (nature, air and soil) 
are dealt with at the same time 

 Co-operation creates cost effective benefits for 
environment  

 
 

 

How can we achieve a good environmental 
status with success for society and farmers? 
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